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S I R: 

In conformance with Applicant's duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 
and § 1.97(b)(3), the reference listed on the attached form PTO-1449 is hereby 
brought to the Examiner's attention. 

In accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, a copy of the 
reference is submitted herewith, together with an English translation thereof. The 
reference was cited in an Office Action from the Japanese Patent Office in the 
corresponding Japanese Patent Application. Copies of the Office Action and 
English translation thereof are also enclosed. 

Statement Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1) 

The undersigned attorney hereby states that each item of information 
contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 



It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered 
during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference be made of record 
therein and appear in the "references cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 



Date: 29 September 2004 



KENYON & KENYON 

1500 K Street, N.W., Suite 700 

Washington, DC 20005 

(202) 220-4200 Tel. 
(202) 220-4201 Fax 



Respectfully submitted, 




William'E. Curry 
(Reg. No. 43,572) 



For: John C. Altmiller 
(Reg. No. 25,951) 
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1. Masayuki KABASAWA, et al.: An Analog Design of a 
Clustering System and its Statistical Analysis, Study Report of 
the Information Processing Society of Japan, September 8, 
2000, Vol. 2000, No. 79, pp. 47-54 



EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



